
Monitoring of Mineral and Landfill Sites – Mid Year 2018/2019 
Update

1. Mid  Year 2018/2019 Update
1.1 During the period April 2018 until the date of this committee, 46 visits have been made to 
sites governed by the Town and Country Planning (Fees for Applications, Deemed Applications, 
Requests and Site Visits) (England) Regulations 2017. During the period, one site has completed a 
programme of satisfactory restoration and will no longer be visited, owing to residential 
development superseding the approved restoration. This site is the former Thornhill Farm Gravel pit 
at Thornhill near Fairford.

Since the last report to committee, fees for site visits have been increased in line with those for 
planning applications. The fee for an active site now stands at £397 and at £132 for a dormant site. 
Previously, the respective fees were £331 and £110 under the (previous) 2012 Regulations.

Approach
1.2 Site visits are pre-arranged with the owners / operators of the site. The reintroduction of the 
monitoring programme has been positively received.  Most operators welcome the close liaison and 
have commented that closer working relationships fostered by this type of programme are beneficial 
and provide a regular point of contact with the Authority. 

A working file has been compiled for each site. This lightweight file contains only documents, 
schemes and plans which are pertinent to the extant planning permissions. Prior to the visit, it is 
important to determine if new permissions have been granted in respect of the operations, since the 
previous visit, notably variations to conditions or discharge of condition consents.  It is also of 
assistance to check if any complaints have been received regarding the site. 

Numerous photographs are taken on each site and compliance is checked upon return to the office, 
using the photographs as aide memoirs. Subject to the size of the regulated site and the issues which 
arise there will be significant officer  commitment to this element of the visit, in terms of time 
checking compliance with permissions, plans and documentation and then producing the audit 
report, including requesting the fee. Once the situation on site has been compared to what is 
permitted, the audit letter advises the operator on the steps required by the County Council to 
address any issues. 

In some cases, outstanding issues can be resolved with an exchange of correspondence relating to 
submission of schemes, or directly with the site manager at the time of the visit. Should the 
suspected breach be more serious, then the resolution may require the involvement of the 
Enforcement Officer and Planning Case Officers. 

The follow up site visits are then targeted according to comments and findings made within the first 
letter, whilst also ensuring that compliant areas have not been allowed to slip into breach. The audit 
letter itself has been revised over the period to provide a clearer, more accessible picture of the 
state of condition compliance, which is more readily available to the operator.



The Aim
1.3  The main aim of the programme remains to bring each site into compliance with conditions. 
This is initially attempted by providing advice where matters are not compliant. If after negotiation, 
these matters are not addressed, then the Authority can consider more formal powers. 

The ongoing aim is to achieve sustainable upward trends in compliance, in respect to not only sites, 
but in overall performance for the foreseeable future. This aim is broadened to identify potential 
issues on site before they become significant breaches.

Outcomes
1.4 A total of 1862 conditions have been audited thus far, with compliance adjudged on 1812 of 
those. The current running average compliance figure has increased from 93% for the year 
2016/2017 to a current figure of 97%. It must be noted that this figure contains conditions which are 
yet to require compliance, ie schemes and actions which the operator does not as yet have to 
comply with, eg. restoration requirements or actions within phases of the development, which have 
not as yet been reached. This is a significant increase in compliance across all sites, but also leaves 
room for improvement, whilst acknowledging that owing to the nature of the sites involved and the 
business, non compliances will occur from time to time. 

Whilst the general trend across all sites is for complete compliance, the monitoring schedule has this 
year highlighted a number of sites where issues have arisen recently and need to be addressed. 
These cases are addressed with the assistance of the Enforcement Officer Mr Birchley and through 
case work with case officers. Even a small number of non compliant conditions on a site can have 
significant impacts upon the amenity of the locality, geotechnical or ecological issues or seriously 
impact the agreed restoration. The appropriate response will be considered according to the factors 
involved. 

A small number of site reports await processing due to the time delay required to research 
compliance following each visit. These will be reported in the following update. The programme is 
continuing to see an increase in communication between officers and the operators, with a number 
of outstanding schemes and reports having been submitted over the year in answer to points raised 
by the visits. Furthermore, the Authority has received planning applications as a direct result of the 
programme of site visits, to address breaches identified during the year.

It is also noted that site operators now have a regular, ongoing point of contact within the 
organisation, when previously the relationship in reality may have relied upon the submission of 
planning applications or when breaches of planning control were reported to the Council in order to 
make contact. 

2. Recommendations
2.1 That Planning Committee note the contents of the report and that the Minerals and Waste 
Planning Authority will continue to conduct the monitoring of mineral and landfill sites and will look 
to offset the costs of this service from fees as set out in the Town and Country Planning (Fees for 
Applications, Deemed Applications, Requests and Site Visits) (England) Regulations 2017.
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